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lessen you in the eyes of the whole settlement, and render your authority as
a Board and our immediate representatives contemptible; your suspending
him from our service therefore was a very right measure. Although we have
a due sense of Mr. Plaisted's former services and have a good opinion of his
honesty, yet there appears such a turbulence in his temper that we cannot
think will be for the interest of, or advantagious to, the Company to let him
return to India (from whence he voluntarily came after his suspension) and
therefore have not complyed with his request for that purpose.
96.   Mr. William Me Gwire10, who came to England by your permission
under the apprehension of Mr. Plaistead's doing him ill offices with us, does
by our permission now return to his station at your Presidency, his absence
being not on any account to be a prejudice to his standing; it is necessary
however to inform you that Mr. Me Gwire was called before us when sitting
as a Court, and was acquainted from the chair that the above permission
was  granted him   in  consideration   of  your  representations  of his  good
behaviour since the rash action he had been guilty of against Mr. Plaisted
and the Court's expectations from thence of his never giving cause of future
complaint.
97.   We cannot quit this subject without observing that, could the deposi-
tions taken before you as a bench of justices have been produced to you
previous to your writing the 163rd paragraph of your General Letter of the
7th December 1754, much trouble might have been avoided on every hand,
but to our great surprize they are therein said to be lost.   We mention this
principally to caution you against trusting to your memory in future by taking
care  that all law proceedings are deposited in places where they may be
always readily found.
98.   When the directions were given in our General Letter of the 24th
January 1753, that no person who by his standing was of Council at Fort
William should continue Chief of any subordinate settlement, and for shifting
the junior servants from one settlement to another, we thought they were
measures that would answer very good purposes, but we are since well satisfied
that many inconveniencys will flow from a continuance of those regulations.
We do therefore hereby repeal them, and we do henceforward leave it to you
to employ our covenant servants in such places for such times and in general
in such a manner as according to the best of your judgment will be most for
the interest of the Company, having a strict regard to their qualifications for
their present employs and their being in the way of gaining experience to fill
the   superior   stations  they  may gradually  advance  to,  with  ability  and
reputation;  you are to observe however that this general direction is not
intended   to  break   into   the   equitable  rule  of   promoting   our   servants
according to seniority in the service, when there is no reasonable objection to
the contrary.
99.   Being sensible that the post of Head Assistant at the cutcherry
requires a close attention as well as good qualifications, we do not at present
disaprove of your annexing thereto the same salary as is allowed several
deputies in the other offices, that is to say five hundred sicca rupees a year,
but we defer our entire confirmation of the same until you have transmitted
to us your remarks upon the state pf t^e Zenjindary business as
die 5th head,